
SERVICE OF WORSHIP 
Second Sunday in Advent____________10:30 AM___________      __December 10, 2017 

Deacon Sunday 
  
CHIMES                          Bill D’Andrea 
  
PRAYER OF PREPARATION                               Deacon Debbie Eitel 
 Gracious God, You led the people of Israel out from their oppression in Egypt, and 
promised them a messenger to protect them in the wilderness on the way to the land You had 
prepared for them.  Through your prophet Malachi, You warned of God’s judgment against 
Israel, called for repentance, and sent a messenger who would prepare the way before You.  
Through your prophet Isaiah, You promised comfort for your people, a return to the exiles along 
a superhighway leveled by angels.  Through the wilderness preaching of your messenger John 
the Baptist, You announced the Advent of One who would baptize not just with  
water, but also with the Holy Spirit. 
 Merciful God, prepare our hearts to receive him now and when He comes again, for He is 
our Lord now and forever.  Amen. 

  
PRELUDE   
  
BRINGING IN THE LIGHT                     
                                                                
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS                                  Pastor Fred Woodward                                 

Please fill out “Ritual of Friendship & “Concerns of Our Church Family 
  
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLES 

Janice, Julie, and Tyler Hago 
We light this candle as a sign of the coming light of Christ.  Advent means coming.   
We are preparing ourselves for the days when the nations shall beat their swords into plowshares, 
and their spears into pruning hooks. 
(Unison) Nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any 
more. 
The wolf shall lie down with the lamb. The leopard shall lie down with the kid. 
(Unison) The calf and the lion and the fatling together, and a little child shall lead them. 

  
*PROCESSIONAL HYMN No. 477                 Ye Servants of God, Your Master Proclaim 
  
CALL TO WORSHIP    (Based on Psalm 85)                                        Deacon Debbie Eitel 
Leader: You showed favor to your land, O LORD; You restored the fortunes of Jacob. 
People: You forgave the iniquity of your people and covered all their sins. 
               (continued next page) 
  
  
  
 
 
 



 
Leader: I will listen to what God the LORD will say; He promises peace to his  
 people, his saints- but let them not return to folly. 
People: Surely his salvation is near those who fear him, that his glory may dwell in 

our land. 
Leader: The LORD will indeed give what is good, and our land will yield its harvest. 
People: Righteousness goes before him and prepares the way for his steps. 
All:  Let us worship God! 
  
  
SONGS OF PRAISE 
Lift Up Your Heads   
Shine, Jesus Shine  
  
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE                                                               Pastor Fred Woodward 
  
  
PRAYER OF CONFESSION OF SIN  (Unison)         

Gracious God, we confess that we have failed to prepare the way for Christ’s entry into 
our world and into our hearts.  Yet trusting that He is the One who himself prepares own hearts 
for his coming, we open them to You now. We await your Word that leads us out of the 
wilderness, brings an end to our spiritual exile, and offers the comfort that He alone can bring. 
  
ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS      Pastor Fred Woodward  
  
*RESPONSE                                                                                                        Gloria Patri 
 Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost.  As it was in the  
beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen. 
  
  
OLD TESTAMENT READING:     Isaiah 40: 1-11                                         pg. 754 
                          Deacon Debbie Eitel 
  
*HYMN  No. 3                                                Comfort, Comfort You My People 
  
  
TITHES AND OFFERINGS            
  
OFFERTORY                 
  
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 



RESPONSE                                                                                                               Doxology 
 Praise God from Whom all blessings flow.  Praise Him all creatures here below.  Praise 
Him above ye heavenly host.  Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 
  
PRAYER OF DEDICATION                            Deacon Debbie Eitel 
  
  
GOSPEL  READING:       Mark 1: 1-8                                                                     pg. 1045                   
             Pastor Fred Woodward 
  
SERMON:  “Why The Gospel Begins in the Wilderness”       Pastor Fred Woodward 
  
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
  
PASTORAL PRAYER 
  
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come; Thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as 
we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is 
the kingdom, the power, and the glory—forever.  Amen 
  
  
*CLOSING HYMN No. 12                                       People, Look East 
                                                         
*CHALLENGE AND BLESSING 
  
*SINGING OUR HOPE                     Let There Be Peace On Earth    
Let there be peace on earth 
And let it begin with me. 
Let there be peace on earth 
The peace that was meant to be. 
With God as our father 
Brothers all are we. 
Let me walk with my brother 
In perfect harmony. 
 
Let peace begin with me 
Let this be the moment now. 
With every step I take 
Let this be my solemn vow. 
To take each moment 
And live each moment 
With peace eternally. 
Let there be peace on earth, 
And let begin with me. 



WEEKLY MESSENGER 
  
Sunday, December 10, 2017                          www.greenlawnpresbyterianchurch.org 

Pastor Fred Woodward may be reached by cell phone at 631-626-3702 
******************************************** 

 
• The flowers on the Lord’s table are given to the Glory of God.   
  
• CHILDREN’S WORSHIP BULLETINS (ages 3-6 and 7-12) are available each  
       Sunday.  Please ask the ushers for a bulletin for your child 
  
• GREETERS: Greeting us today before the service is Larry Foray.  
  
• ASSISTING IN THE PULPIT today is Deacon Debbie Eitel. 
  
• FELLOWSHIP HOUR: Assisting with fellowship hour today are members of the Board of Deacons. 
  
• USHERING TEAM NO. 1, led by Bob Arelt, assists us in worship today.  
  
• ELDER ON CALL: If you have a concern about the church or the life of the congregation, please 

speak with our  “Elder On Call”.  Our Elder On Call for the week of  
      December 10th is Bob Arelt. 
  
• DEACONS ON CALL for the month of December are Debbie Eitel (718-463-3003) and Arlissa Dean 

(631-266-3497).  If you or someone you know has a spiritual, physical, or financial need, the Deacon 
on Call will try to help you! Just call the Deacon or call the church office. All information will be 
kept confidential. 

  
• NEEDS REQUESTS: If you know of someone in need, please fill out the blue form & place in the box 

located by the food pantry. 
  
• The Board of Deacons is grateful to all of our church members who have helped to keep our pantry 

shelves stocked.  Currently there is a need for cereal, canned fruit, pasta and sauces..  Cash 
donations can also be used by the Deacons to fill in items that need to be purchased. Thanks to all of 
you who remember our pantry each week as you shop for your family.   

  
• FLOWERS FOR THE CHANCEL  We would encourage any and all to donate flowers for 

memorials, birthdays, anniversaries, etc. A check for $35 should be made to Greenlawn Presbyterian 
Church. To order flowers, please call Corinne Burdett (631-261-4636), our flower coordinator, or the 
church office (631-261-2150). 

  
• OUR DAILY BREAD is available in large print.  Limited copies can be found on the table in 

the narthex. 
  
  

  
  



  
 ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
	  
 Advent, from the Latin word adventus, means “coming”.   
 In Advent we prepare for the coming of Christ: the promised coming of the Messiah to 
the Jews; the coming of Jesus born in Bethlehem; the promised return of the risen Christ in final 
victory; and the continuing coming of Christ into the hearts and lives of believers. 
  
 

 
  

The Hope of Christmas, 
a booklet of ten devotionals to be used during the Advent season, 

is available for your use. 
They can be found in the basket on the table in the lobby. 

  
 

 
 

Join us  for our  
Annual Living Nativity  

which will be held this afternoon at 5:00 pm, 
With dinner to follow at 6:00 pm!   

   
 

Look for the Jackets for Jesus box in 
the hallway through Sunday 12/17/17. 

Gently used clean jackets, coats, scarves and gloves can be donated to help keep 
someone warm this winter J 

 
 

  

Christmas Eve Family Worship 
One service at 8:00 PM 

“Come and worship, Come and worship, 
Worship Christ the newborn King” 



  
PRAYER CONCERNS 

  
          Please lift up the  

following in prayer:  
  

 Our church members and their individual struggles;   Alan L.; Arlene C.; Bill M.; Cassell; 
Craig B.; Diane H.; Ed. C.; Kayla T.; Maria H.; Matilda H.; Meg L.; Mike P.; Ray D.; Ruby W.; 
Pastor Tim; Susan; please pray for God’s comforting and healing presence for all; all in Nursing 
homes; shut-ins and care-givers; our Pastor; our church members and their families; our Armed 
Forces and their families; our nation and its leaders; all in harm’s way of terrorists; and please 
pray for all who need His help. 
  
 
WEEKLY CALENDAR  
 
Today,  
December 10, 2017 

Worship/Sunday School/ 
Deacon Sunday 
Second Sunday in Advent 
Living Nativity/Dinner 

10:30 am 
  
  
5:00 pm 

Monday 
  

    

Tuesday 
  

Committee Meetings 
  

7:30 pm 
  

Wednesday 
  
  

Bible Study @ the home 
of Diane Hartmann 
5 Court Dr., Hunt. Sta. 

2:00 pm 

Thursday     

Friday     
  

Saturday   
  

  

Next Sunday, 
December 17, 2017 

Worship/Sunday School/ 
Third Sunday in Advent 

10:30 am 
  
  
  
  

  
  
 


